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CALL TO ORDER: The Albion Board of Zoning Appeals held a meeting at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 20, 2005 in the Police Department Training Room located at 124 S 
Orange Street.   
 
ATTENDANCE:  Upon determining a quorum was present, Chairman Jack Robinson 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were Terry Dazey, Charles 
Elser, Stan Strater and John (Jack) Robinson.  Absent was member Fred Rawles.  Also 
present were Beth Shellman, Town Manager; Tony and Mary Black; Sandy Petrie; Pete 
Gensic; John Morr and Craig Simon.   
 
A motion was made and seconded (Terry, Charles) to approve the minutes of the 
November 17, 2004 regular meeting.  A voice vote determined the motion carried 
unanimously 4-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: none 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   

 
BZA Variance Number 2005-01 – Marilyn (Mary) L. Black, requesting a Variance 
from Section 5.5 Standard Setbacks, Albion Zoning Ordinance, to allow a detached 
garage to be constructed 30’ from the edge of Walnut Drive (at the same setback as 
the existing home), instead of the minimum required 35’ building setback; real 
estate located Lot 14, North Wood Estates, 616 Walnut Drive; Jefferson Township, 
Section 18, Albion, Indiana. 
 
Beth noted the public hearing was advertised and interested parties were notified as 
required by law.  Present were petitioners Tony and Mary Black and interested party 
John Morr.   
 
Terry Dazey noted the proposed 30’ setback meets the Albion Zoning Ordinance 
requirement but not the plat requirement.  It was speculated that when the house 
was constructed at 30’, the building permit may have required the 30’ setback.   
 
John Morr questioned if the plat restrictions prohibited a detached garage.  He 
noted he is concerned about a large detached structure looking out of place, but did 
not have a compelling reason to object.  It was stated the Variance was only 
pertaining to the setback.  The plat did not restrict the proposed structure and the 
structure could be built at the 35’ if the Variance were not approved. 
 
Tony provided a copy of his title insurance to John.  Board members agreed the 
proposed garage would look more uniform if it were in line with the existing 30’ 
setback.   Tony added the structure would be brick with Pella windows and he 
would use the existing driveway to access.   
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After considering the Findings of Fact, a motion was made and seconded (Stan, 
Terry) to adopt the Findings of Fact and approve the Variance as requested.  
Findings were signed and made a part of the permanent record.  A voice vote 
determined the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
BZA Variance Number 2005-02 – Noble County Public Library, requesting a 
Variance from Section 5.13 Minimum Off-Street Parking Requirements, Albion 
Zoning Ordinance, to allow additional off-street parking facilities to be constructed at 
a 15 foot setback from the right-of-way on East Main Street, instead of the minimum 
required 40’ setback; real estate located 813 E Main Street, Jefferson Township, 
Section 18, Albion, Indiana; containing 4.00 +- acres. 
 
Beth noted the public hearing was advertised and interested parties were notified as 
required by law.  Present was Sandy Petrie, Library Director and Engineer Pete 
Gensic.  Interested party Craig Simon was also present. 
 
Terry asked why they would be adding 57 additional parking spaces, when they 
have 50 now.  Pete stated they are undersized on parking now.  When they finish 
the basement, they will need 107 total spaces.  The basement will have several 
meeting rooms with access from the outside.  Without putting parking out back, the 
rooms would be hard to access by the handicap, elderly, sewing club and others 
who use the room and carry in equipment such as sewing machines, etc.  (note: 
Albion Zoning Ordinance requires 2 off-street parking spaces for every 1,000 
square foot of gross floor area) 
 
Sandy added the library often fills up the parking lot now.  The meeting rooms in the 
basement will be available for use after normal library hours.    
 
Craig questioned if a complete drainage plan was filed and why not add only 8 
parking spaces now?  He was at a library meeting recently when they agreed to 
place 8 spaces, landscape and use un-obtrusive lighting.    Sandy explained the 
library board changed the plans at a later meeting.  They are adding 18 spaces in 
the back of the library and 39 spaces in the front.  
 
Pete noted they have designed a sediment basin with a rock filter to slow the water 
down before it enters the Simon pond.  Pete has applied for storm drainage and 
erosion control with the county.  Craig asked if the existing detention would be 
changed.  Pete replied the existing would remain and they would add new 
structures to handle the additional parking.  After looking at the proposed drainage 
plan, Craig stated he was ok with the plans as presented.   
 
Craig and Terry shared the same feeling that the parking would detract from the 
scenic view of the library to the north, but realized, the Variance was only needed 
for the parking setback in the front along Main Street.   
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Pete noted the library would not be able to put parking in the front yard if the 
Variance were denied, due to the lack of room to maneuver in.  They will screen the 
front parking and rear parking area from view.  They will place screening sufficient 
to block un-obtrusive lights, including headlights, from shining onto the Simon 
residence.   
 
Pete will check with the State Highway Department on an idea the Library had 
regarding sharing a driveway with Noble County LEAP.  The LEAP property is 
directly east of the Library.  The only concern Beth had was if the State would 
change the classification of the drives, due to traffic volume, in such a manner that 
would require acceleration/de-acceleration lanes.  Pete will check.   
 
After considering the Findings of Fact, a motion was made and seconded (Terry, 
Stan) to adopt the Findings of Fact and approve the Variance as requested.  
Findings were signed and made a part of the permanent record.  A voice vote 
determined the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Election of Officers for 2005 – Terry motioned to elect Stan as Chairman and Jack 
as Vice-Chairman, Charlie seconded.  A voice vote determined the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

COMMUNICATIONS, BILLS, AND EXPENDITURES 

ADJOURNMENT – there being no further business, Terry motioned, Stan 
seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.    

 

  

__________________________   ___________________________  
Stanley Strater,             Chairman   Beth Shellman, Secretary   


